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Personal protective equipment (PPE) are products that the user can wear or hold, in order to be protected against hazards 
either at home, at work or whilst engaging in leisure activities. Statistics on fatal and major work accidents underline the 
importance of protection and prevention, for which personal protective equipment plays an important role.

EU Legislation and PPE
The European Union issued a number of regulations to improve health and safety at work and to ensure high quality PPE. 
The PPE Regulation (EU) 2016/425 covers the manufacturing and marketing of personal protective equipment. It defines 
legal obligations to ensure that PPE on the European market provides the highest level of protection against hazards. 

The CE marking affixed to PPE provides evidence of this protection.

As this is a “New Approach” Directive, manufacturers or their authorised representative in the EU can comply with the 
technical requirements directly or with European Harmonised Standards. The latter provides a presumption of conformity 
to the essential health and safety requirements.

PPE Regulation (EU) 2016/425
The PPE Regulation is aligned to the New Legislative Framework policy and slightly modifies the scope and the risk 
categorisation of products. It also clarifies the documentary obligations of economic operators.
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Pictograms Intended Use Pictograms Intended Use

Protection against moving parts
EN 510

Protection against cold
EN 342

Protection against chemicals
EN 943-1 | EN 943-2 | EN 13034 
EN 14605 | EN 13982-1

Protection against foul weather
EN 343

Protection against static electricity
EN 1149

Protection against chain saws
EN 381

Protection against heat and flame
EN 469 | EN ISO 11612 
EN ISO 14116 | EN 1486

Protection against cuts and stabs
EN ISO 13998

Protection against particulate radioactive 
contamination
EN 1703-1 & 2

Protection against microbiological hazards

Protective clothing used during welding 
operations
EN ISO 11611

High visibility protective clothing (equipment)
EN ISO 20471

Protective clothing (equipment) for fire fighters
EN 469

Protective clothing (equipment)
for abrasive blasting operators
EN ISO 14877

The producer is obliged to affix the CE-marking on his equipment as a visible indication of conformity with the fundamental 
requirements, .

The EU Regulation 2016/425 appeals to notified bodies for a number of tasks. This is especially the case for the EU-type 
examination of PPE belonging to categories II and III and for the monitoring of PPE of category III.  

Since 1994, CENTEXBEL is recognized by the Belgian FPS Employment, Labour and Social Dialogue as a notified body 
(European notification number 0493) for protective clothing and gloves.

PROTECTIVE CLOTHING



STANDARDS

EN ISO 13688 Protective clothing - general requirements EN 13034 Protective clothing against liquid chemicals. 
Performance requirements for chemical protective 
clothing offering limited protective performance against 
liquid chemicals (Type 6 and Type PB [6] equipment)

EN 342 Protective clothing against cold EN 13982-1 Protective clothing for use against solid particulates. 
Performance requirements for chemical protective 
clothing providing protection to the full body against 
airborne solid particulates (type 5 clothing) 

EN 343 Protective clothing against rain EN ISO 13998 Protective clothing. Aprons, trousers and vests 
protecting against cuts and stabs by hand knives 

EN 381 Protective clothing for users of hand-held chain saws EN ISO 14116 Protective clothing. Protection against heat and flame. 
Limited flame spread materials, material assemblies 
and clothing 

EN 469 Protective clothing for firefighters. Performance 
requirements for protective clothing for firefighting 

EN 14605 Protective clothing against liquid chemicals. 
Performance requirements for clothing with liquid-tight 
(Type 3) or spray-tight (Type 4) connections, including 
items providing protection to parts of the body only 
(Types PB [3] and PB [4]) 

EN ISO 20471 High visibility clothing - Test methods and requirements EN ISO 14877 Protective clothing for abrasive blasting operations 
using granular abrasives 

EN 510 Specification for protective clothing for use where there 
is a risk of entanglement with moving parts 

EN 14126 Protective clothing. Performance requirements and 
tests methods for protective clothing against infective 
agents 

EN 943-1 Protective clothing against dangerous solid, liquid and 
gaseous chemicals, including liquid and solid aerosols - 
Part 1: Performance requirements for Type 1 (gas-tight) 
chemical protective suits 

EN 13758-2 Textiles. Solar UV protective properties. Classification 
and marking of apparel 

EN 943-2 Protective clothing against liquid and gaseous 
chemicals, including liquid aerosols and solid particles - 
Part 2: Performance requirements for “gas-tight” (Type 
1) chemical protective suits for emergency teams (ET)

EN 13911 Protective clothing for firefighters. Requirements and 
test methods for fire hoods for firefighters

EN 1073-1 Protective clothing against radioactive contamination. 
Requirements and test methods for ventilated 
protective clothing against particulate radioactive 
contamination 

EN 14058 Protective clothing. Garments for protection against 
cool environments 

EN 1073-2 Protective clothing against radioactive contamination. 
Requirements and test methods for non-ventilated 
protective clothing against particulate radioactive 
contamination

EN 14404 Personal protective equipment. Knee protectors for 
work in the kneeling position

EN 1149-5 Protective clothing. Electrostatic properties. Material 
performance and design requirements

EN 14786 Protective clothing. Determination of resistance to 
penetration by sprayed liquid chemicals, emulsions and 
dispersions. Atomizer test 

EN 1150 Protective clothing. Visibility clothing for non-
professional use. Test methods and requirements 

EN 15614 Protective clothing for firefighters. Laboratory test 
methods and performance requirements for wildland 
clothing

EN 1486 Protective clothing for fire-fighters. Test methods and 
requirements for reflective clothing for specialized fire-
fighting 

ISO 15384 Protective clothing for firefighters -- Laboratory test 
methods and performance requirements for wildland 
firefighting clothing

EN ISO 11611 Protective clothing for use in welding and allied 
processes 

IEC 61482-2 Live working - Protective clothing against the thermal 
hazards of an electric arc - Part 2: Requirements

EN ISO 11612 Protective clothing. Clothing to protect against heat and 
flame 
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